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115TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION

Desighating. November 3, 20158, as National Bison Day,

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. HOBVEN (for himself, Mr. IIEINRILIL AMr. Enz, My, SCHMUMER, Mr.
Inttorg, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, M. PeRTMAN, Mr, BENXET, M. MORAN,
Mr. Uparn, Mr., TaUNE, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. ROUNDS, M DON-
NELLY, Mr. ITaTCH, Ms. WaARREN, Mr, ROBERTS, Ms, HEITRAMP, Mr.
Coryyn, Mr. Tuesrir, Mro Marxsy, Ms, Banowin, and Mys, FEIN-
STEIN) subniitted the follswing resolutien; which, was veterred to the
Comuttee on '

Designating November 3, 2018, as National Bison Day,

Whereas on May 9, 2016, the North American Dison was
adopted s the national niammal of the United States;
Whereas bison are cousidered an lastorieal symbol of the

United States;

Whereas bison were integrally linked with the economic and
‘spiritual lives of miany Indian Tribes through trade and

sacred ceremonies;

Whereas there are move than 60 Indian Tribes participiting
m the InterTribal Buftalo Couneil, whieh is a Tribal or-

ganization ineorporated pursuant to section 17 of fhe Act
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of June 18, 1984 (commonly known as the *‘Indian Reor>

ganization Act”) (25 US.C. 5124);

Whereas numerotis members of Indian Tribes are mvolved in

bigon réstoration on Tribal Iand;

Whereas members of Indian Tribes have a combined herd of
bison on-more than 1,000,000 wcres of Tribal land,

Whereas bisen can. play ap important role in improving: the
types of grasses found in landseapes to the beunefit of
arasslands;

Whereas bison. held significant economie value for private

producers and rural .communities;

Whereas, as of 2012, the Department of Agriealture esti-
mates that 162,110 head of hison were under the stet-
ardship of private producers, ereating jobs -and contrib-
uting to the food security of the United States by pro-
viding a sustainable and healthy meat source;

Whereas a bison has been depicted on the offical scal of the
Deépartment of the Intertor since 1912;

Whereas a bison is portrayed on 2 State flags;

Wheréas the hison has been adopted by 3 States as the offi-
cial manmimal or aninial of those States;.

Whereas tlie huffale nickel played an important role in mod-
ernizing the crurencey of the United States;

Whereas several sports teams have the bison as a mascot,
which highlights the iconie signifieance of bison in the
United States;

Whereas a small group of ranchers lelped save bison from
extinetion in the late 1800s by gathering the remaining

bison of the dimmmished herids;
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Whereas on December 8, 1905, Willlam TTornaday, Theodore
Roosevelt, and others formed the American Bison Society
in response to the near extinetion of bison in the Tnited
States;

Whercas on Qctober 11, 1907, the American Bison Socicty
sent. 15 captive-bred bison from the New York Zoological
Park, now known as the “Bronx Zoo™, to the first big
game refuge i the United States, now known as the
“Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge’;

Whereas, in 2005, the American Bison Society was reestaly-
lished, I‘)l'in:giu__g together bison ranchers, managers from
Indian Tribes, Federal and State agencies, conservation
organizations, and natwal and social seientists fronr the
United States, Canada, and Mexico 10 create a vision for

the North American bison in the 21st century;

Whereas there are bison herds in national wildlife refuges,
national pavks, and national forests;

Whereas there ate bison in State-managed herds across 11
States;

Whereas private, public, and Tribal bison leaders are working
together to contimiie bison restoration throughont North
Amenrica;

Whereas there is a growing effort to celebrate and officially
recognize the historical, cultural, and economic signifi-
cance of the North American bison to the heritage of the

United Stales; and

Whereas nienibers of Indian Tribes, hison producers, con-
servationists, sportsmen, educators, and other public and
private partners. have celebrated the annual National

Bison Day since 2012 and are committed to continuing
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this tradition annually on the first Saturday of Novem-

ber: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the Senate—

2 (1) designates Novewiber 3, 2018, the first Sat-
3 urday of Noveniber, as Nationial Bison Day; and

4 (2} encourages the people of the United States
5 to observe the day with approprate eeremonies and
6 activities.



